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ITALIAN  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  UP 
LAST  YEAR;  IMPORTS  STEADY 

Italian  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  in  1958,  at  25.9  million  pounds  were 
7  percent  larger  than  those  of  1957 •    Major  markets  last  year  included 
West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  the  United  States,  and  Switzerland. 

With  the  proposed  gradual  reduction  of  tobacco  tariffs  to  zero  (on 
Italian  leaf)  in  other  European  Common  Market  countries,  the  Italian 
tobacco  industry  expects  to  increase  exports  to  West  Germany,  Belgium, 
the  Netherlands,  and  France. 

Average  export    prices  for  Italian  tobaccos  shipped  in  1958,  to  major 
destinations,  were  as  follows,  in  terms  of  U.  S.  equivalents:  West 
Germany,  h6»5  cents;  United  States,  52.7  cents;  the  Netherlands,  55»7 
cents;  Switzerland,  U5.8  cents. 


TOBACCO,  LEAF:    Italy,  imports  and  exports,  1957  and  I958 


Country 

:  Imports 

from  : 

Exports  to 

:      1957  : 

1958  : 

1957  : 

1958 

Common  Market: 

:  1,000 

:    pounds  • 

....:            5  : 

1,000 
pounds  • 

1,000 
pounds  ' 

1,235 
5,979 
3,289 

1,000 

pounds 

7,791 
3,563 

 :           5  • 

10,503 

11,35^ 

 1,8^5 

• 
• 
• 

•  M  MM 

•  —  _ 

:  1,671 
:  6,658 
:  3,199 

:  2,138 

\  1,5^8 
:  7 

:  659 

1  1,671 

:  2,293 
:  661 

1  ^67 
:  3,6^0 
:  ^,39^ 

!  I,2k6 
I  2,899 

:  3,821 
:  6,588 

 :  15,313 

:  15,221 

:  2U,288 

:  25,900 

Central  Institute  of  Statistics. 


Imports  of  leaf  tobacco  into  Italy  totaled  15.2  million  pounds  in 
1958 — about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.    Principal  1958  suppliers, 
in  order  of  importance,  were  Greece,  Turkey,  Yugoslavia,  and  the  United 
States. 
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U.  K.  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
RISES :  EXPORTS  AT  NEW  LOW 

British  consumption  of  cigarettes  in  1958,  at  an  estimated  225  million 
pounds,  was  2  percent  above  1957  and  accounted  for  86  percent  of  total 
consumption  of  all  tobacco  products.    Filter-tipped  cigarettes  (mostly 
regular  size)  accounted  for  about  10  percent  of  total  sales  last  year. 
"King-size"  filters  are  gaining  in  importance,  but  still  represent  a  very 
small  proportion  of  total  sales       probably  1  or  2  percent. 

Regular-size  filters  sell  for  the  equivalent  of  U.  S.  ^7  cents  per 
package  of  20.    Most  regular-size  nonfilter  cigarettes  retail  at  53  "to 
55  cents.    In  recent  months,  manufacturers  have  been  promoting  new  king- 
size  filter-tipped  brands,  selling  at  55  cents, 

U.  s«  exports  of  cigarettes  in  1958  fell  to  a  new  low,  totaling 
35 »0  million  pounds,  compared  with  36.2  million  in  1957*    The  United 
States,  with  about  ko  million  pounds  of  cigarette  exports  in  1958,  sup- 
planted the  United  Kingdom  as  the  world's  largest  cigarette -exporting 
country. 


CIGARETTES:    United  Kingdom,  exports  by  destination,  1956-58 


Destination 

;      1956  ; 

1957  ; 

1958 

;     1,000  ; 

pounds 

1,000  ; 

pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

•        10,187  i 

8,093  ! 
7,382  j 

7,757 

7,oy+ 

1,^69  ! 

1,10k  \ 
1,^27  : 

1,606 
14-92 

1,088 

• 

:           628  j 
1,023 

136 
1,088 

1,917 
:  1,^12 

:  1,832 
:  1,3^7 

:  1,262 
:  7 

;  1,178 

:  21 

1,202 

• 

\  903 
:  ^58 

:  1,028 
:  377 

1,692 

':  86 

:  9,882 

:  13 
:  11,117 

. .  :        lH, 228 

'.  35,036 

Board  of  Trade. 
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RHODESIAN  FLUE -CURED 
TOBACCO  SALES 

Auction  sales  of  Rhodesian  1959  crop  flue -cured  tobacco,  through  July  23 , 
totaled  122  million  pounds,  at  an  average  price  equivalent  to  ko.k  U.S.  cents. 
For  the  comparable  period  last  year,  sales  were  97  million  pounds  at  an  aver- 
age of  kk.l  cents.    For  the  week  ended  July  23,  1959;  sales  were  J.k  million 
pounds  and  prices  for  that  week  averaged  Ml. 9  cents. 

IRELAND'S  SUPPORT  PRICE  FOR 
FEEDING  BARLEY  UNCHANGED 

The  Irish  Government  recently  announced  that  its  1958-59  minimum  producer 
price  of  37  shillings  per  barrel  ($1.11  per  bushel)  for  feeding  barley  will 
be  continued  in  1959-60.    This  is  the  minimum  price  for  barley  with  20  percent 
or  less  moisture,  delivered  at  purchaser's  store.    Barley  with  a  higher 
moisture  is  subject  to  deductions. 

In  former  years,  Grain  Importers  (Eire)  Ltd.,  the  government  agency  which 
was  liquidated  late  in  1958/  guaranteed  the  support  price  directly  by  pur- 
chasing all  feed  barley  offered  it  by  its  agents  at  prices  which  enabled  the 
agents  to  pay  the  farmers  the  support  price.    At  the  same  time,  Grain  Importers, 
Ltd.,  which  had  a  monopoly  over  grain  imports,  limited  lower-priced  imports  of 
feed  barley  in  order  to  provide  the  largest  possible  market  for  domestic  feed 
barley.    Importing  of  grains  was  returned  to  private  traders  when  Grain  Im- 
porters, Ltd.,  was  liquidated,  but  the  government  still  controls  imports. 
Private  traders  now  import  feed  grains  under  license  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture . 

Beginning  with  the  1959  crop,  an  association  of  Irish  grain  and  feed 
importers  and  millers  will  guarantee  the  feed  barley  support  price  by  agreeing 
to  purchase  from  local  merchants  and  cooperatives,  at  22t  10s.  per  long  ton 
($1. 5^  per  bushel) ,  f.o.b.  the  seller's  store,  all  surplus  feed  barley,  dried 
to  15  percent  moisture  content,  which  they  offer  up  to  December  31>  1959* 
After  that  date  the  price  will  be  increased  by  an  allowance  for  storage.  Under 
this  arrangement,  local  cooperatives  and  merchants  are  expected  to  pay  the 
farmers  the  support  price  of  $1.11  per  bushel. 

Ireland's  estimated  1959  production  of  this  grain  is  320,000  long  tons 
(1^.9  million  bushels)  compared  with  20^,000  tons  (9*5  million  bushels)  in 
1958«    To  facilitate  the  sale  of  home-grown  barley  in  1959-60,  imports  of 
barley,  corn  and  oats  will  be  limited  to  a  total  of  1+0,000  long  tons  and  im- 
port licenses  will  be  granted  only  against  barley  exports  on  a  ton  for  ton 
basis.    The  association  of  grain  and  feed  importers  and  millers  proposed 
this  plan  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  in  view  of  the  increase  in  Ireland's 
feed  barley  production  this  year,  and  the  Minister  accepted  the  proposal. 
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PORTUGUESE  GRAIN  SUPPORT  PRICES 
CONTINUED  AT  LAST  YEAR'S  LEVEL 

Basic  price  supports  for  Portugal's  1959  grain  crop  are 
unchanged  from  1958.    These  prices  in  escudos  per  kilo,  with 
dollar  per  bushel  equivalents  in  parentheses  (conversions  at 
28.75  escudos  to  the  dollar),  follow:  wheat,  3  escudos  ($2.81+); 
rye,  2.h0  escudos  ($2.12);  corn,  2.20  escudos  ($1.9^);  and  barley, 
1.80  escudos  ($1.36).    Oats  are  not  price  supported. 

The  supports  are  for  grains  of  a  specified  standard.  Premiums 
and  discounts  prevail  for  variations  from  the  standard.    All  wheat 
sales  must  be  made  to  the  National  Wheat  Growers  Federation  at  the 
fixed  price.    Rye  corn  and  barley  can  be  sold  in  the  open  market, 
but  the  Federation  agrees  to  take  over  whatever  quantities  cannot 
be  sold  at  the  guaranteed  prices.    Imports  of  all  grains  are 
licensed. 

Because  of  price  supports,  Portugal  has  become  practically 
self-sufficient  for  wheat.    Production  consists  almost  entirely 
of  soft  wheat.    Annual  use  is  about  750,000  tons.    Development  of 
modern  bakeries  is  increasing    the  demand  for  quality  wheat  for 
blending.    Flour  millers  have  indicated  a  preference  for  U.S. 
hard  winter  wheat  for  that  purpose.    The  Federation  also  controls 
distribution  of  supplies  and  sells  to  mills  at  fixed  prices. 
Portuguese  flour  and  bread  prices  are  also  controlled. 

Rye  production  has  been  kept  in  close  balance  with  require- 
ments.   About  170,000  tons  are  used  annually,  virtually  all  for 
bread-making.    There  are  no  exports  or  imports. 

The  Portuguese  Government  through  its  National  Federation 
of  Wheat  Growers  guarantees  a  minimum  price  for  corn.    It  also 
buys  excess  corn  from  Angola  and  Mozambique  at  those  prices, 
even  when  Portugal  has  a  good  crop.    This  helps  to  stabilize 
corn  prices  in  those  overseas  areas.    However,  such  imports  are 
usually  about  equal  to  Portugal's  exports  to  the  Azores  and 
Madeira.    Annual  use  is  about    1+50,000  tons,  25  percent  for  food, 
1  percent  for  industrial  use  and  most  of  the  balance  for  feed. 
Annual  disappearance  of  barley  ranges  around  165,000  tons,  mainly 
for  livestock. 

Oats  is  the  only  grain  which  has  no  price  support.  Consump- 
tion amounts  to  about  270,000  tons  annually,  all  for  feed.  None 
is  imported  or  exported.    Production  has  been  declining  because 
of  fewer  draft  animals  and  because  price  supports  for  other  grains 
have  encouraged  a  shift  to  those  grains. 
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FRANCE  RAISES  SUPPORT  PRICES 
FOR  WHEAT,  BARLEY,  AM)  RYE 

France  has  increased  basic  guaranteed  producer  prices  for  1959  grain 
crops  to  3,800  francs  per  quintal  ($2.09  per  bushel)  for  non-durum  wheat, 
3,100  francs  ($1.37  per  "bushel)  for  barley,  and  3,0^+0  francs  ($1.56  per 
bushel)  for  rye.    Prices  for  corn,  oats  and  durum  wheat  have  not  yet  been 
reported.    Last  season's  support  prices,  in  francs  per  quintal  with  dollar 
per  bushel  equivalents  shown  in  parentheses,  were:  non-durum  wheat,  3,596 
($1.98);  rye,  2,877  ($1.^);  corn,  3,968  ($2.0*4-);  barley,  2,91^  ($1.29); 
oats,  2,200  ($0.65);  and  durum  wheat,  k,h6&  ($2.U6). 

French  grain  support  prices  remain  constant  throughout  the  marketing  sea- 
son (August  1  -  July  31),  but  are  subject  to  premiums  and  discounts  according 
to  variations  from  prescribed  quality  standards.    The  1959-60  non-durum  wheat 
price  will  be  paid  only  for  a  "quantum"  of  6.8  million  metric  tons  (250  million 
bushels)  out  of  an  estimated  total  crop  of  about  10. 9  million  tons  {k00  million 
bushels).    For  the  balance  of  their  non-durum  deliveries  the  farmers  presumably 
will,  as  in  past  years,  eventually  receive  the  weighted  average  of  the  prices 
for  which  such  wheat  was  exported  during  the  marketing  season. 

Producer  support  prices  are  subject  to  several  deductions.    The  amounts 
of  such  deductions  for  the  1959-60  season  have  not  yet  been  reported.  During 
1958-59,  deliveries  of  non-durum  wheat  were  subject  to  a  storage  tax  of  27 
francs  per  quintal  (1.5  cents  per  bushel),  a  tax  of  10  francs  per  quintal 
(0.6  cents  per  bushel)  for  the  Agricultural  Development  Fund,  and  a  tax  of  32 
francs  per  quintal  (1.8  cents  per  bushel)  for  use  in  financing  the  Government 
Cereals  Office. 

In  addition  to  these  deductions,  support  prices  for  deliveries  of  non- 
durum  wheat  in  excess  of  50  quintals  (183.7  bushels)  were  subject  to  an  export 
subsidy  tax  ranging  from  Qk  to  ^20  francs  per  quintal  (k.6  cents  to  23.2  cents 
per  bushel) ,  depending  on  quantity  delivered.    The  proceeds  of  this  tax  plus 
a  larger  amount  supplied  by  the  Government  were  used  for  financing  the  wheat 
export  subsidy.    Durum  wheat,  production  of  which  is  negligible,  was  not  taxed. 

The  above  mentioned  deductions  of  10  and  32  francs  per  quintal  were  also 
levied  on  deliveries  of  barley,  rye  and  corn.    In  addition,  a  tax  deduction  of 
135  francs  per  quintal  (6  cents  per  bushel)  was  levied  on  barley  deliveries 
for  purposes  of  an  export  subsidy.    The  only  deduction  from  the  support  price 
for  oats  was  a  tax  of  10  francs  per  quintal  (0.3  cents  per  bushel). 

IRAQ  AUTHORIZES  MORE  WHEAT  IMPORTS 
FROM  AUSTRALIA  AND  U.S.S.R. 

Iraq  has  issued  import  licenses  for  the  importation  of  an  additional  50,000 
metric  tons  of  wheat,  of  which  30,000  tons  are  to  come  from  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
20,000  tons  from  Australia.    This  follows  an  earlier  import  of  50,000  tons  in  the 
same  proportions  from  those  countries.    Trade  sources  believe  the  authorization 
reflects  a  desire  to  hedge  against  refusal  of  farmers  to  market  their  crop  in 
anticipation  of  higher  prices  later,  and  farmers  reluctance  to  market  their 
wheat  until  the  shares  of  land  owners  and  tenants  are  defined. 
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IRAN  PLANS  TO  EXPORT  WHEAT 

Because  of  improved  domestic  supply,  Iran  hopes  to  become  a  wheat  exporter 
this  year.    It  has  a  record  crop,  estimated  at  3.1  million  metric  tons  (ilk  mil- 
lion "bushels),  and  has  removed  its  ban  on  wheat  exports. 

As  of  August  1,  Iran  was  negotiating  with  India  for  sale  of  100,000  to  200,000 
tons  of  wheat.    However,  despite  its  bumper  1959  crop,  Iran  probably  will  not  have 
more  than  100,000  tons  available  for  export. 

In  attempting  to  sell  in  the  world  market,  Iran  is  handicapped  by  the  fact 
that  its  wheat  lacks  grades  and  standards.    Also,  Iranian  domestic  wheat  prices 
are  higher  than  those  abroad,  and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  handling  and  storage 
facilities.    No  significant  quantities  of  wheat  are  likely  to  be  exported  except 
to  neighboring  countries. 

Greater  use  of  farm  machinery  has  permitted  expansion  of  wheat  acreage  on 
land  unsuitable  for  the  crop  under  old  cultural  methods.    Progress  in  seed  treat- 
ment has  reduced  smut  damage,  and  much  attention  is  being  devoted  to  breeding  new 
and  higher  yielding  varieties.    The  government's  price  support  has  increased  pro- 
ducer interest  in  wheat. 

WHEAT:    Iran,  supply  and  distribution,  1956-59 


Item  ;      1956        i      1957       *.      1958       i    1959  est. 

;Metric  tons:Metric  tonstMetric  tonstMetric  tons 

Carry  over,  August  1   :        70,000  :      110,000  :      1+00,000  :  ^00,000 

Production  :  2,250,000  :  2,800,000  :  2,700,000  :  3,100,000 

Imports  :      li+0,000  :        60,000  :   :  — 


Total  supply  :  2,U60,000  :  2,970,000  :  3,100,000  t  3,500,000 

Consumption  :  2,350,000  :  2,570,000  :  2,700,000  :  2,900,000 

Exports  :          l/  :  1/  :  l/  :  100,000 

Carry  over  :      110,000  :  IfOO.OOO  :  lK)0,000  :  500,000 


Total  distribution  :  2,U60.000  :  2,970,000  :  3,100,000  :     3. 500, 000 

1/  Negligible. 


PHILIPPINES  AUTHORIZES  PRICE 
CONTROLS  FOR  CORN  AND  RICE 

Recent  Philippine  legislation  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Republic  to 
protect  consumers  by  preventing  hoarding,  monopolization,  injurious  speculation, 
and  profiteering  on  a  number  of  essential  commodities,  including  corn  and  rice. 

The  President  is  authorized,  upon  certification  that  a  commodity  is  in  short 
supply,  to  establish  maximum  wholesale  or  retail  prices,  to  direct  imports  of  the 
commodity  without  tax  or  foreign  exchange  control,  and  to  impound  and  control  the 
distribution  of  local  stocks. 
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JAPAN  TO  IMPORT  FARM  PRODUCTS 
UNDER  AGREEMENT  WITH  TAIWAN 

On  July  31,  1959,  Japan  and  Taiwan  signed  a  new  trade  agreement  for 
one  year,  retroactive  from  April  1,  1959*    The  new  agreement  continues 
the  Open  Account  Payment  Agreement  between  the  2  countries  which  has  been 
in  force  since  April  1,  1953* 

Of  the  $85.5  million  goal  provided  in  the  agreement,  $70.8  million, 
or  about  83  percent,  is  made  up  of  agricultural  products  to  be  imported 
by  Japan  from  Taiwan.    The  largest  items  are  sugar  and  rice,  amounting  to 
an  estimated  $37  million  and  $23  million,  respectively.    Other  items 
include  bananas,  canned  pineapple,  red  sugar,  molasses,  bamboo  shoots,  and 
black  tea.    In  contrast,  food  products  to  be  exported  from  Japan  to  Taiwan 
amount  to  $2.3  million  and  include  wheat  flour,  white  potatoes,  carrots, 
mushrooms,  dairy  products,  canned  food,  beverages,  and  condiments. 

DROUGHT  HURTS  SOME 
EUROPEAN  CROPS 

Denmark,  northern  West  Germany,  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  areas 
hardest  hit  by  the  drought  in  northwestern  Europe  from  about  mid-May  to 
mid-July.    France,  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  and  Sweden  also  were 
affected.    Hay,  pastures,  and  spring  grains  (mainly  barley  and  oats) 
showed  the  most  deterioration;  and  deciduous  fruits  and  root  crops  were 
damaged  in  some  areas. 

However,  while  the  outlook  for  wheat  crops  in  some  countries  is  not 
as  favorable  as  it  was  last  spring,  a  good  wheat  crop  is  expected  in  most 
countries,  and  Western  Europe  as  a  whole.    The  areas  hit  hardest  by  the 
drought  are  normally  large  feed  importers.    The  decline  in  their  output 
of  coarse  grains  and  hay,  and  poorer  pastures, will  therefore  necessitate 
larger    imports  of  feed  grains  and  protein  feeds  in  1959-60. 

Pasture  conditions  have  reduced  milk  production  in  the  drought  area, 
thereby  strengthening  butter  prices.    West  Germany  has  scheduled  butter 
imports  of  about  9*000  tons  for  the  coming  months.    Practically  no  butter 
was  imported  during  the  last  18  months.    A  large  exporter  of  butter  in 
1958,  Sweden  has  recently  been  importing  Danish  butter. 

Livestock  slaughter  has  been  somewhat  above  normal  in  Sweden, 
Belgium, and  West  Germany. 

NATIONAL  SACK  FACTORY 
IN  CHILE  TO  CLOSE 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  decision  to  close  the  National  Sack 
Factory  in  Chile,  which  has  been  producing  bags  from  domestic  hemp  and 
imported  jute. 
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The  factory  was  built  with  government  aid  during  World  War  II  period 
when  jute  bags  were  scarce ,  and  the  domestic  production  of  hemp  was  being 
encouraged.    Later ,  the  factory  began  having  difficulty  because  better 
imported  bags  were  available  at  lower  prices.    Increased  taxes  and  duties 
on  imported  bags  increased  the  cost  to  the  consumer  to  a  point  that 
brought  criticism. 

Hemp  production  in  Chile  decreased  to  7«7  million  pounds  in  1958 
from  9*1  million  in  1951-55 • 


CANADIAN  MEAT  COMPANIES  INCREASE 

During  the  first  6  months  of  this  year,  15  new  companies  commenced 
meat  slaughtering  and  23  new  companies  began  meat  processing  in  Canada. 
Of  the  new  companies,  12  are  in  Quebec.    The  remainder  are  located  in  all 
provinces  except  Manitoba,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Newfoundland.  This 
meat  industry  expansion  apparently  is  the  result  of  greater  livestock 
numbers,  and  a  favorable  demand  outlook. 


THAILAND  TO  INCREASE 
COTTON  SPINNING  CAPACITY 

Thailand's  textile  mills  plan  to  have  31; 000  more  power  spindles  in 
operation  by  March  i960.    This  would  bring  total  spindleage  to  70,000. 

Plans  to  increase  spinning  capacity  have  been  prompted  by  the  govern- 
ment's ban  on  all  goods  imported  from  Communist  China,  strict  government 
control  of  low  count  yarn  imports,  and  the  favorable  margin  of  profit 
obtained  by  mills  producing  yarn.    The  increased  capacity  will  be  used 
almost  entirely  for  spinning  20-count  yarn,  used  in  making  shirting  for 
the  domestic  market. 

Some  increase  in  the  number  of  looms  is  expected  later. 

Despite  the  planned  expansion  in  mill  capacity,  sizable  imports  of 
cotton  goods  will  still  be  necessary.    In  calendar  year  1958  Thailand 
imported  an  equivalent  of  about  $39  million  worth  of  cotton  goods,  5  per- 
cent less  than  1957  imports.    Japan  was  the  largest  supplier  in  1958, 
followed  by  Hong  Kong.    Textile  imports  from  the  United  States  accounted 
for  6  percent  of  total  imports  in  1958  compared  with  5  percent  in  1957* 

Increased  mill  facilities  will  probably  create  a  new  demand  for  raw 
cotton  imports,  which  have  been  negligible  in  the  past.  Thailand's 
cotton  production  is  about  50,000  bales  of  low-grade,  short- staple 
annually . 
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CUBAN  FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE 
EXPORTS  TO  U.S.  SUMMARIZED 

Cuba's  1958-59  exports  of  tomatoes  and  cucumbers  to  the  United  States 
were  not  as  large  as  in  1957-58 • 

Tomato  exports  were  down  about  hh  percent  while  cucumbers  declined 
approximately  2k  percent.    Unfavorable  U.  S.  market  prices,  domestic 
labor  problems,  and  disruption  of  Cuba's  inland  transport  facilities 
were  major  factors  in  the  declines. 

During  1958,  Cuban  avocado  exports  to  the  United  States  were  about 
7  percent  below  1957 •    Of  the  7»8  million  pounds  shipped  in  1958,  at 
least  75  percent  were  seedling,  and  the  rest  budded  types.  The  1959  season 
opened  June  12  with  approximately  .7  million  pounds  exported  during  the 
month. 

Cuban  lime  shipments  to  the  United  States  in  1959  were  only  1+0  per- 
cent as  large  as  1958.  This  was  due  to  the  increase  in  Florida's  output 
as  lime  trees  recovered  from  the  1957-58  freeze. 

Shipments  of  fresh  grapefruit  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  in 
1958  increased  hi  percent  over  1957*    In  addition,  2,k  million  pounds  of 
Cuban  grapefruit  were  processed  locally  in  grapefruit  sections  and 
exported  to  the  United  States.    Also,  during    January  through  June  1959 
about  32.9  million  pounds  of  Cuban  oranges  were  shipped  to  Florida  for 
processing. 

In  February  1959>  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  began  inspect- 
ing Cuban  yams  to  be  exported  to  the  United  States.    However,  due  to  the 
expense  of  fumigation,  high  freight  rates,  and  U.  S.  tariffs,  Cuban  yams 
do  not  compete  favorably  with  yams  imported  from  Puerto  Rico. 


CUBA:    Exports  of  specified  fruits  and  vegetables  to  the  United 
States,  1957-58  and  1958-59 


Year 

Commodity  ] 

1957-58  ; 

1958-59 

Mil.  lb. 

:       Mil.  lb. 

Tomatoes ,  

:  36.9 

:  20.6 

Cucumbers  

:  h2.0 

:  32.0 

Avocados  

:  8.14- 

:  7.8 

Grapefruit  

:  2.9 

:  b.9 

Limes  

:  .5 

:  .2 

Yams  

:        1/  .1 

l/  Includes  only  February-March 
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MARKET  OUTLOOK  FOR  U.S.  GRAINS  IN 
MALAYA  AND  SINGAPORE  IMPROVES 

The  discontinuation  on  August  1,  1959  by  Singapore  and  the  Federa- 
tion of  Malaya  of  all  restrictions  against  direct  imports  from  the 
dollar  area  -will  improve  those  markets  for  U.S.  grains  and  grain 
products . 

Importation  from  the  dollar  area  had  "been  restricted  "by  foreign 
exchange  control  and  by  licensing.    Previously,  the  only  comodities 
of  these  types  for  which  unrestricted  direct  importation  from  dollar 
countries  was  permitted  were  wheat  flour  and  rolled  oats.    Now  all 
grains  and  other  grain  products  can  he  thus  imported  .from  these 
countries . 

Another  factor  that  will  improve  possibilities  of  expanded  im- 
ports of  U.S.  grains  and  grain  products  by  Malaya  and  Singapore  is 
the  elimination  of  the  5  to  7 -percent  commission  which,  prior  to 
August  1,  was  charged  by  agents  in  Hong  Kong  in  indirect  importation 
through  that  city.    Since  grains  and  grain  products  of  nondollar 
countries  could  he  imported  directly  into  Malaya  and  Singapore, 
imports  from  these  countries  avoided  the  commission  cost  and  could 
undersell  U.S.  grains  and  grain  products. 

ITALIAN  PRUNE  QUOTA  INCREASED 

Italy  has  increased  the  import  quota  for  U.  S.  prunes  to  1,100 
short  tons.    Application  dates  are  August  20  to  September  5. 

COLOMBIA  MODIFIES  CUSTOMS  TARIFF 

Colombia  recently  amended  its  Tariff  Law  affecting  oats  and  de- 
naturalized fats  and  oils.    The  specific  duty  on  oats  was  reduced 
from  10  to  6  centavos  per  kilo  (from  22.6  cents  per  bushel  to  13. 6 
cents  per  bushel) J  the  ad  valorem  rate  of  20  percent  was  not  changed. 
These  duties  will  be  in  effect  until  December  31;  I96I.    After  this 
date,  the  specific  duty  will  be  increased  to  30  centavos  per  kilo 
(67.9  cents  per  bushel)  and  the  ad  valorem  rate  to  ^0  percent. 
Colombia  expects  to  reach  self-sufficiency  in  oats  production  by  the 
end  of  1961. 

In  an  effort  to  assist  the  tanning  industry,  the  specific  duty 
on  denaturalized  fats  was  reduced  from  1.50  pesos  per  kilo  to  .  50 
pesos  (from  10.6  cents  per  pound  to  3«6  cents  per  pound)  and  the 
ad  valorem  rate  was  reduced  from  50  percent  to  30  percent. 

All  hydrogenated  fats  and  oils  (except  denaturalized  fats)  are 
placed  on  the  prohibited  import  list.    This  will  eliminate  purchases 
by  commercial  importers. 
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ARGENTINE  WOOL  EXPORTS  HIGH 
IN  OCTOBER -JUNE  1958-59 

Argentine  wool  exports  during  the  first  9  months  of  the  1958-59  season 
(October-September)  were  more  than  double  those  for  the  entire  1957-58  sea- 
son.   Total  shipments  of  raw  wool  during  October-June  were  317  million 
pounds,  the  highest  in  recent  years.     Improved  demand  and  revisions  in  the 
exchange  control  system  have  helped  move  the  large  wool  surplus  into  export 
channels . 

By  June  30,  the  exportable  surplus  had  been  reduced  to  122  million 
pounds,  including  13  million  pounds  of  coarse  wool.    Much  of  this  has  been 
sold  and  little  wool  will  be  available  until  the  new  season  begins  October  1. 
The  principal  purchasers  were  the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  France, 
and  the  U.S.S.R.    Exports  to  the  United  States  were  mainly  carpet  types, 
coarse  crossbred  and  "criolla". 


WOOL:    Argentine  exports  by  destination  and  by  grade,  actual  weight, 

October  1958  through  June  1959 


Destination 

Fine 

[  Fine 

Medium 

Coarse 

; Criolla 

;  Total 

[Crossbred 

'Crossbred 

[Crossbred 

: Million 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

.Million 

.pounds 

.  pounds 

pounds 

;  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

United  States  

,    1.6  j 

1  2.8 

:     liO  : 

:  72.7 

8.1 

1  86.2 

United  Kingdom  

5.8  : 

20.5  : 

3.8  : 

20.0  • 

50.1 

U.S.S.R  

k,Q 

:     25.9  * 

.1  : 

.3  : 

:  31.1 

France  : 

1.6 

:  2k.o 

:     3.2  i 

7.1*  : 

36.2 

Netherlands  

.  2.3 

:       9.3  : 

:     2.5  : 

7.6 

:  21.7 

J  ap  an ••••••••»••<.. 

:     .5  ' 

:     13.9  • 

.8  s 

.h  • 

15.6 

Germany,  West  ! 

2.6 

;  11.9 

.     1.9  : 

2.3 

18.7 

Italy. ............. 

2.3 

:     15.8  • 

.     2.k  : 

3.5  : 

•    2k. 0 

Belgium  ! 

.9  • 

:       M  • 

.7  : 

:       3.1  ' 

9.k 

Poland  • 

2.7 

7.3  : 

.1 

10.1 

Others  j 

1.1  : 

9.9 

1.0 

1.7  : 

.  13.7 

Total •••••••«• 

26.2 

•    1U6.0  • 

17.5 

119 . 0 

8.1 

•  316.8 

Argentine  Wool  Federation. 


IRISH  OFFICIAL  VISITING  U.S. 
TO  PROMOTE  MEAT  EXPORTS 

Mr.  F.  O'Leary,  Deputy  Director  of  Veterinary  Services  in  the  Irish 
Department  of  Agriculture,  left  Ireland  on  about  August  8  for  a  2-week 
visit  to  the  United  States,    He  expected  to  talk  to  U.S.  government 
officials  and  others  about  Ireland's  meat  exports  to  the  United  States. 

U.S.  meat  imports  from  Ireland  in  the  first  half  of  1959  were  21,7^7,865 
pounds,  compared  with  9; 57^715  a  year  earlier. 
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U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  NATURAL 
CASINGS  SHOW  SHARP  GAIN 

Shipments  of  U.S.  hog  casings  in  January -June  1959  were  up  38  percent  from 
the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    Exports  increased  to  all  major  destinations 
except  Australia  and  Spain.    Greater  supplies    and  low  prices  have  encouraged 
exports  this  year. 

Exports  of  other  natural  casings,  mainly  beef,  declined  8  percent  in  the 
first  half  of  1959*    A  sharp  fall  in  shipments  to  Spain  and  Norway  accounted 
for  much  of  the  decline. 


SAUSAGE  CASINGS,  NATURAL:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
annual  I956-58,  and  January-June  1958  and  1959 


Annual 


Destination 


:  1956 


1957 


1958 


January -June 


1958 


1959 


Increase  or 
decrease  ( -) 
1959 


: 1,000 
:pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


1,000 
pounds 


Hog  casings:  : 

United  Kingdom  :  3,125 

Netherlands  :  1^17 

Belgium  :  602 

Germany,  West  :  958 

Switzerland  .....:  275 

Spain  :  572 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  3I16 

Australia  :  208 

New  Zealand  .........:  6l0 

Other  :  226 


Total  

Other  animal  casings  l/, 

Canada  

Cuba  

Sweden  


^332 


. . . . :  266 

. . . . :  138 

....:  87 

Norway  :  919 

Denmark    :  kQ 

United  Kingdom  :  186 

Netherlands  :  1, 586 

Belgium  :  528 

Germany,  West  :  2,769 

Switzerland  :  1,783 

Spain  :  2,k6Q 

Other  :  103 


2,617 
852 
650 

1,00k 
336 
620 
371 
935 
633 


3,106 
650 
5^5 
769 
207 
63^ 
kll 

1,061 
5I+6 
350 


872 
289 
231 
293 
131 
193 
Ikl 
699 
281 
1+92 


5 1+1 
390 
1+68 
209 
61 
186 

59^ 
376 
331 


8,1+02 


8.279 


5.027 


361 
182 

59 
77I+ 

k5 
178 
1,2^-3 
579 
2,511 
1,631+ 

2,39^ 
150 


303 
133 

29 
761 
56 

151 
320 
198 
1,650 

1,^99 
3,063 
2I+5 


166 

83 
1 

288 

13 
81 
167 

67 
92I+ 
662 
670 
151 


119 
83 
18 

121 

53 
82 

171 
1+0 
1,062 
700 
^35 
113 


Total.  :10, 881:10, 110 


8,Uo8 


3,273 


2,997 


1,000 

pounds 

937 
252 

159 
175 
78 
-132 

^5 
-105 

95 
-99 


l_,l+05 


-^7 

0 

17 

-167 

1+0 
1 

k 

-27 

138 
38 
-235 
-38 


-276 


1/  Casings  not  elsewhere  classified,  mainly  beef. 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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AUSTRALIAN  MEAT  EXPORTS 
RISE  SHARPLY 

Australian  meat  exports  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1959>  were  up  62 
percent  over  a  year  earlier.    This  was  due  mainly  to  sharply  increased  ex- 
ports of  manufacturing  meats  to  North  America  where  demand  was  strong  and 
prices  high. 

These  exports  to  the  United  States,  particularly  beef  and  veal,  are 
expected  to  level  off,  or  decline  somewhat,  during  the  next  12  months. 

Pork  exports  declined  about  15  percent  and  canned  meat  fell  5  percent 
as  Australia  put  more  emphasis  on  exporting  unprocessed  meats. 

MEAT:    Australian  exports,  product  weight  basis,  195^-55  through 
1958-59;  with  percentage  change  from  previous  year 


\  Not  canned  ) 

Period         '  ;  ;  )  Canned 

*  Beef  &  veal  [Mutton  &  lamb|  Pork  \ 

:  Mil.  :  Pet.  :  Mil.  :  Pet.  :  Mil.  :  Pet.  :  Mil.  :  Pet. 

:  lbs.  : change :  lbs.  : change :  lbs .  : change:  lbs .  : change 

July- June:          :  :          :          :          :  :          :  : 

195^-55  :  273.6:    -6    :  127.1:  +27    :  8.5    :  +hh    :  137.6:  -32 

1955-  56  :  323.0:  +18    :  118.9:    -6    :  3.6    :  -58    :  131.2:  -2 

1956-  57  :  3^6.9:    +7    :    77.8:  -35    :  2.2    :  -39    :  109.6:  -26 

1957-  58  :  277.3:  -20    :  lll.o:  +lj-3    :  2.8    :  +27    :  133.3:  +22 

1958-  59  :  506.6:  +83    :  166.5:  +50    :  2.h    :  -15    :  126.1*-:  -5 


Australian  Meat  Board. 

AUSTRALIA  BEEF  SHIPMENT 
TO  U.S.  IN  JULY 

The  S.S.  Westmeath  left  Australia  July  2h}  with  201, 600  pounds  of 
frozen  beef.  New  York  was  the  destination  of  89,600  pounds;  a  Chicago 
firm  purchased  the  other  112,000  pounds,  but  may  market  it  on  the  East 
coast. 

URUGUAY  PARTIALLY  FREES 
MEAT  EXPORT  EXCHANGE 

A  recent  Uruguayan  Government  decree  provides  that  k2  percent  of  the 
exchange  proceeds  from  the  export  of  meat  and  meat  byproducts  may  be  nego- 
tiated on  the  free  market  (present  rate  is  about  10  pesos  to  the  dollar) . 
The  other  58  percent  is  still  controlled  by  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  at  the 
free  commercial  rate  of  ^.11  pesos  to  the  dollar. 


16 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  79,  No.  8 


The  government  expects  this  measure  to  help  the  meat-packing  industry 
and  to  improve  the  country's  foreign  exchange  position. 


DENMARK  INCREASES 
BUTTER  PRICE 

The  Danish  Butter  Export  Committee  recently  increased  the  producer 
price  of  butter  from  38  cents  per  pound  to  h6  cents,  double  the  interim 
seasonal  increase  producers  received  at  this  time  in  1958. 

This  action  was  taken  because  the  price  of  Danish  butter  on  the 
world  market  is  considerably  higher  than  prices  of  the  other  world 
suppliers.    The  domestic  consumer  price  for  butter  was  simultaneously 
increased  7  cents  per  pound. 

West  Germany  recently  opened  its  market  again  of  Danish  butter  and 
a  total  of  k  to  7  million  pounds  will  be  shipped  in  8  weekly  deliveries. 
In  addition,  import  requirements  from  secondary  markets  are  rising  be- 
cause drought  has  reduced  butter  production  in  many  countries.  (See 
article  on  drought  on  Page  9) 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  POULTRY  MEAT  AT 
RECORD  HIGH  IN  FIRST  HALF  OF  1959 

U.S.  exports  of  fresh  and  fresh  frozen  chickens  during  the  first  6 
months  of  1959  totaled  39 • 5  million  pounds,  a  gain  of  2k6  percent  over 
the  comparable  period  of  1958.    Exports  of  broilers  and  fryers  amounted 
to  30.7  million  pounds,  h  times  as  much  as  in  the  first  half  of  1958. 

West  Germany,  with  imports  of  10. 5  million  pounds  was  the  leading 
market  for  U.  S.  poultry  in  the  first  half  of  1959 •    Exports  to 
Switzerland,  the  largest  European  importer  of  poultry  meat  in  1958, 
continued  to  increase.    Shipments  to  Switzerland  were  8.3  million  pounds 
in  the  January- June  period  1959>  compared  with  3.3  million  pounds  in 
the  first  half  of  1958. 

U.  S.  shell  egg  exports  for  the  first  half  of  1959  were  8.1  million 
dozen,  down  8  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  However,  exports  of  hatching 
eggs  were  up  21  percent  over  the  January-June  1958  figure. 

Exports  of  egg  solids  (dried  eggs)  from  the  United  States  rose 
sharply  in  the  first  6  months  of  1959  to  over  2.3  million  pounds,  an 
800  percent  increase  over  the  first  half  of  1958.    This  sharp  increase 
was    due  almost  entirely  to  increased  shipments  to  West  Germany  in  the 
first  quarter. 
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POULTRY  AND  EGGS :    U.S.  exports,  January  -  June  I958  and  1959 


Commodity 

:    Unit  • 

1958  : 

1959  : 

1959 
change 
from  1958 

Live  poultry: 

• 

•  1 

•  4 

Thousands  : 
6,121  : 

Thousands  : 
7,079  : 

Percent 
15 

2.272 

3,257  ' 

43 

Chickens,  fresh  and  frozen: 

•  1 

•  i 

•  1 

•  • 

• 

6,928 
:     If,  510  - 

•  30,690 
8,859 

'  343 

96 

•  11,438 

39,5^9 

:  246 

Other  poultry  and  game, 
fresh  and  frozen: 

■ 
• 

• 

915 
:  2,3^0 

2,271 
2,272 

148 
-3 

:  3,255 

-  4,543 

4o 

:  1,568 

:  2,050 

:  31 

Eggs  in  the  shell: 

• 

:  3,155 
:  5,647 

:  3,812 
:  4,250 

:  21 
:  -25 

:  8,802 

:  8,062 

:  -8 

• 

• 
■ 

:  258 

:  2,340 

:  807 

:  272 

244 

:  -10 

FINLAND'S  MILK 
PRODUCTION  UP 

Finland  reports  that  plentiful  domestic  and  imported  feed  has  con- 
tributed to  a  substantial  increase  in  milk  production  in  the  first  4 
months  of  1959 •  Milk  deliveries  to  distributors  in  January-April,  1959 
increased  15  percent  to  1.6  billion  pounds.  Butter  production  in  the 
January -April  period  was  54.0  million  pounds  compared  with  45.6  million 
for  the  same  period  of  1958.  Cheese  production  increased  34  percent  to 
l8.0  million  pounds  during  this  4-  month  period. 
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Butter  and  cheese  stocks  continue  moderately  low,  as  domestic  sonsumption 
and  exports  have  "been  increasing.    Butter  consumption  is  reported  to  have  in- 
creased 25  percent  in  the  5 -month  period  January -May  1959;  compared  with  the 
same  period  of  1958.    This  increase  is  attributed  largely  to  the  price  reduc- 
tions . 

Butter  exports  during  the  first  5  months  of  1959  totaled  22. k  million 
pounds,  compared  with  19.2  million  in  comparable  1958.    The  United  Kingdom 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  have  been  the  major  markets  for  butter.    Cheese  exports  have 
increased  only  slightly. 

SPANISH  ALMOND  AND  FILBERT 

EXPORTS  AND  PESETA  DEVALUATION:  CORRECTION 

A  line  was  omitted  from  the  article  on  devaluation  of  the  peseta  and  its 
effects  upon  almond  and  filbert  exports  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  of 
August  17,  1959,  (Page  2*0 . 

In  the  first  paragraph  the  reference  to  export  taxes  should  have  read: 
Export  taxes  were  recently  changed  to  7*^-0  pesetas  per  kilo  (5*6  cents  per 
pound)  for  shelled  almonds  and  filberts  and  3 .90  pesetas  per  kilo  (2.95  cents 
per  pound)  for  unshelled  almonds  and  filberts. 

COLOMBIA'S  FOREIGN  TRADE 
DECLINES  IN  1958 

Colombia's  volume  of  foreign  trade  in  1958  was  the  smallest  since  1950. 

Total  exports,  valued  at  $^6l  million,  were  down  10  percent  from  1957* 
Shipments  of  agricultural  commodities  accounted  for  8l  percent  of  total  ex- 
ports and  91  percent  of  agricultural  exports  consisted  of  coffee.  Although 
coffee  exports  increased  in  volume,  their  value  decreased  9  percent  from 
1957,  due  to  lower  prices. 

Total  imports  during  1958  were  valued  at  §h00  million  (c.i.f.),  as 
Colombia  continued  its  austerity  program  of  restricting  imports  and  curtail- 
ing credit.    Imports  of  agricultural  commodities  from  the  United  States 
declined  by  2k  percent. 

Colombia's  imports  of  U.S.  wheat  were  substantially  less  in  1958  than  in 
1957  because  of  delayed  purchases  in  the  third  quarter  of  1958. 

A  reduction  in  inventories  and  increased  domestic  production  resulted 
in  lower  cotton  imports.    With  further  increases  in  domestic  production 
expected  in  1959>  cotton  imports  will  probably  drop  further.    Imports  of 
other  U.S.  agricultural  products,  however,  are  expected  to  rise  in  1959* 
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COLOMBIA:     Imports  of  selected  agricultural  products  from  all  sources 
and  from  the  United  States,  average  1952-56,  annual  1957  and  1958 


Commodity 

Unit  ; 

1952-1956 
average  ! 

1957 

1958 

Total  ; 

From  U.S.; 

( Total 

From  U.S. j 

Total  ; 

From  U.S. 

1,000  bu. 

l,8lt-7s 

1,235 

3,830« 

3,830  • 

3,168' 

:  2,665 

Long  tons 

18,98^: 

10,300 

.11,813 

•  8,^80 

:l6,933 

13,^09 

Running  bales' 

'1*8,082' 

2^,577 

6^,983 

62,716 

^-7,518 

.  kl,76K 

Barley  malt  l/. 

;    1,000  bu. 

:  1,726 

•  1,100 

:  2,332 

:  1,^63 

:  2,008 

:  1,315 

:    1,000  lb. 

690 

688 

:  3^2 

3^2 

:  699 

:  699 

1/  Includes  imports  of  barley  converted  to  malt. 


SPAIN  FORECASTS  LARGE 
CITRUS  CROP 

The  1959-60  Spanish  orange  and  tangerine  crop  will  be  about  50  million  boxes, 
according  to  the  first  estimates  made  by  officials  at  Valencia.    This  estimate 
includes  about  3^  million  boxes  of  tangerines  and  1  million  boxes  of  bitter  orange 

Orange  and  tangerine  production  totaled  hk.'J  million  boxes  in  1958-59,  ^-0  million 
boxes  in  1957-58,  and  15.^  million  boxes  in  1956-57.  o 

The  1959-60  lemon  crop  is  forecast  at  2  million  boxes,  compared  with  1.5  mil- 
lion boxes  in  1958-59  and  1.2  million  boxes  in  1957-58. 

Grapefruit,  a  minor  crop,  is  forecast  at  110,000  boxes. 


CANADA  BUYS  AUSTRALIAN  RICE 

A  Canadian  purchase  of  some  $300,000  from  the  Australian  Co-operative  Rice 
Mills  has  been  completed. 

Two  thousand  long  tons  of  brewers*  rice  for  a  Vancouver  brewery  and  1,500 
tons  of  milled  rice  for  Montreal  have  been  loaded  at  Sydney.    This  is  a  part  of  a 
charter  shipment,  with  3,500  long  tons  of  dried  fruits  making  up  the  rest  of  the 
cargo.    The  present  low  charter  rates  make  it  possible  for  both  the  rice  and  fruit 
to  be  landed  at  substantially  lower  prices  than  would  be  the  case  if  they  were 
shipped  through  the  Pacific  Conference  Lines. 
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EUROPEAN  PEA  CROP  LARGER, 
QUALITY  BETTER  THAN  IN  1958 

Western  Europe's  1959  dry  pea  production  is  expected  to  "be  larger,  and  the 
quality  "better  than  last  year,  judging  by  preliminary,  unofficial  reports  from 
6  countries.    The  harvest,  now  underway,  probably  will  be  smaller  than  normal, 
however,  and  well  below  the  large  crops  of  1955  and  1957-    No  quantitative  1959 
estimate  is  yet  available. 

West  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  two  largest  pea  importers  in 
Europe,  report  low  1959  acreage.    Together,  they  are  harvesting  67,000  acres  this 
year,  compared  with  80,000  in  1958  and  a  1950-5^  average  of  160,000.    Pea  acreage 
has  been  declining  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany  for  a  decade  and  the  down- 
trend is  expected  to  continue. 


U.S.  dry  pea  exports  to  Europe  since  1950  have  been  as  follows; 


Destination 

: Average : 

Annual 

:I950-5U: 

1955 

1956 

:  1957 

:  1958 

:  1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  • 

1,000 

:bags  l/ : 

bags  l/ : 

bags  l/  • 

bags  l/ • 

bags  l/ 

25 

110 

263 

:  220 

669 

:  8 

92 

:  13 

:  80 

15 

30 

:  7 

5 

:  11 

37 

:  8 

:  ii-0 

1 

60 

:  19 

13 

:  lk5 

^82 

:  267 

:  807 

737 

:  589 

:  882 

:  767 

;l,kl2 

:Percent 

[Percent 

:Percent 

[Percent 

[Percent 

Exports  to  Europe  as  percentage 

• 
• 

!  25 

■  55 

:  35 

:  57 

l/  100-pound  bags. 


PHILIPPINE  JULY  COPRA 
EXPORTS  HIGHEST  OF  YEAR 

Philippine  copra  exports  of  53>691  l°nS  'tons  in  July  were  the  highest 
monthly  shipment  since  November  1958  but  were  8  percent  below  July  1958.  Coco- 
nut oil  shipments  of  5>70^  tons  were  nearly  U5  percent  below  July  1958  exports. 
Copra  and  coconut  oil  shipments  in  January- July  totaled  207,878  tons,  oil  basis, 
a  decline  of  35  percent  from  last  year. 

Desiccated  coconut  exports  of  26,885  tons  in  January-July  were  10  percent 
below  those  in  the  comparable  period  last  year. 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-August  was  about  $200.00  per  short  ton  c.i.f. 
Pacific  Coast  (mid-July- -$212.50  to  $217.50,  mid- June --$2^2. 50  to  $2^5.00). 
Local  buying  prices  were  reported  at  36. 50  to  37-50  pesos  per  100  kilos  ($185.^3 
to  $190.51  per  long  ton). 
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COPRA:    Philippine  Bepublic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July  and  January-July  1958  and  1959 


Country  of  destination 


July 


January-July 


1958  1/  ;    1959  1/  !    1958  1/  !    1959  1/ 


I Lore  Sorb 

North  America:  : 

United  States  :  23,462 

Pacific  Coast  :  (23,462) 

Canada  :  — 

Panama  :  — 


Total  t  23,462 

South  America:  t 

Colombia  :  5,000 

Venezuela  t  2.920 

Total  t  7,920 

Europe :  : 

Belgium  :  1,000 

Denmark  :  1,000 

Prance  :  2,500 

Germany,  West  :  4,000 

Italy  :  1,500 

Netherlands  :  12,235 

Norway  :  1,500 

Spain  :  100 

Sweden  :  3, 000 

Optional  discharge  2/..:. 


Sans  SflM 


igpg  toga 


27,450    :  154,371 
(27,450)  : (154,371) 
--      :  1,800 
2.662 


27,450 


Total  :  26,835 

Asia:  : 

Israel  ;  — 

Lebanon  2  — 

Syria  :  — 

Tot*&X«  •••••••••••  *  ™M 

Grand  total  :  58.217 


3£L 


500 
3,500 

3,000 
500 
15,500 

1,000 

1,700 


25.700 


15JB»333 


Long  tons 


159.913 
(159.913) 


159.913 


30,053 
9.219 


39.272 


6,000 
8,800 
8,810 
32,965 
7,400 
101,278 
3.500 
100 
14,500 
28.827 


10.^13 


212. 18Q 


1,500 
5,490 

21,330 
500 
6o,3l4 
2,500 
3.500 
3,700 
379 


99.213 


3.020 
3,200 


6T220 


:  416.  SOT" 


1.50Q 


1^00 


271-039 


1/  Preliminary.    %J  West  Germany,  Netherlands,  or  Belgium. 

COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Hepublic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July  and  January-July  1958  and  1959 


Country  of  destination 


July 


i    1958  1/ 

1959  1/ 

'    1958  1/  ' 

1959  1/ 

North  America: 

• 

'Long  tons 

"Lone,  tons 

Lone  tons 

!  5.704 

-  50,223 

31.309 

(5,704) 

(47,713) 

(28,903) 

(  -  ) 

(  2,510) 

(  2,406) 

:  T50 

=5r704 

50.573 

31.309 

Europe: 

• 
• 

\  ».81» 

4,314 

5. 8W 

:  5.704 

:  55.387 

:  37.123 

January-July 


2J  Preliminary. 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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NYAS ALAND  HAS  POOR  RICE 
CROP  IN  1958 

Nyasaland  had  a  poor  rice  crop  in  I958  due  to  drought  in  some  of  the 
main  producing  areas.    The  total  crop  of  about  k,100  tons  of  paddy  availa- 
ble for  milling  will  not  supply  the  Federation's  needs.    About  2,000  tons 
of  rice  will  have  to  be  imported  before  the  1959  rice  harvest. 

INDIA'S  FLAXSEED  PRODUCTION 
LARGEST  SINCE  19^+7-1+8 

India's  1958-59  flaxseed  production  set  an  11 -year  record  of  17,200,000 
bushels  from  3,708,000  acres,  compared  with  9,960, 000  bushels  from  3,129,000 
acres  the  previous  year,  according  to  final  official  estimates.    The  sharp 
increase  was  due  to  the  expanded  acreage  and  to  increased  yields  per  acre 
because  of  favorable  weather. 

AUSTRALIA  FURTHER  LIBERALIZES  IMPORTS 

Major  changes  in  Australia's  import  licensing  system  became  effective 
August  1,  1959«    Total  annual  import  allocations  will  be  increased  from 
LA800  million  to  850  million  or  ($1,800  million  to  $1,912  million). 

More  than  90  percent  of  imports  may  now  be  licensed  from  any  country 
in  the  world,  including  dollar  countries.    Efforts  are  being  made  to  extend 
licensing  of  the  remaining  import  trade  to  the  dollar  area,  so  that  all 
dollar  discrimination  in  licensing  will  be  removed.    Increased  agricultural 
production,  outstanding  accomplishments  in  industrial  development,  and 
rapid  inflow  of  overseas  capital  have  been  given  as  some  of  the  reasons  for 
the  latest  import  policy  changes. 

In  the  recent  action,  agricultural  items  of  interest  to  U.S.  trade 
have  been  liberalized  as  follows: 

1.  Raw  cotton,  natural  hog  casings,  linseed  meal,  linseed  oil  cake, 
linseed  cake,  and  malt  are  now  exempt  from  licensing. 

2.  Artificial  or  synthetic  sausage  casings  will  now  be  imported  under 
the  Import  Replacement  Plan,  which  permits  the  United  States  to 
compete  with  other  countries  in  the  world. 

3.  Quotas  on  A  Category  items  have  been  increased  10  percent.  In- 
cluded in  these  items  are  peanut  oil,  tung  oil  and  certain  other 
oils  such  as  soybean  and  cottonseed. 

h.    Field,  vegetable,  and  flower  seeds  are  now  subject  to  Z(W)  classifi- 
cation, an  "all  country"  budget  list,  which  gives  U.S.  exporters  a 
chance  to  compete  on  an  equal  with  other  suppliers. 

No  change  is  contemplated  in  the  licensing  of  U.S.  tobacco  leaf  or  hops, 
both  of  which  are  still  subject  to  administrative  control.    Hops,  however, 
may  be  purchased  from  any  source. 
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CORRECTED  ESTIMATES  FOR  1959 
ITALIAN  BRINED  CHERRY  PACK 

The  forecast  for  the  1959  Italian  brined  cherry  pack  (stemmed  and  pitted) 
was  erroneously  shown  as  16,000  short  tons  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
August  3»    This  was  actually  the  1958  output.    The  Italian  trade  estimates  the 
1959  pack  at  only  7,200  short  tons. 

Early-season  prospects  for  the  1959  fresh  cherry  crop  were  good,  hut 
heavy  rains  in  late  April  caused  poor  pollination.    The  rains  continued  into 
the  June  harvest  period  and  then  caused  the  ripening  cherries  to  split. 
There  was  also  damage  from  the  fruit  fly,  particularly  in  southern  areas. 

Italian  processors  paid  5»8  cents  per  pound  for  1959-crop  cherries  for 
brining,  compared  with  8.0  cents  per  pound  a  year  earlier,  when  superior 
quality  cherries  were  available.    Italian  prices  for  domestic  cherries  in 
brine  were  also  lower: 


Quality 

!  1958 

• 

:  1959 

:  Cents  per  pound 

•  « 

Cents  per  pound 

:  18.9 

:           17. k 

13.8 

During  June  and  July  1959,  1st  choice  Italian  brined  cherries  were  quoted 
at  2k  cents  per  pound,  c.  &  f.  New  York,  while  2nd  choice  Italian  brined  were 
offered  for  22  cents,  c.  &  f .  New  York,  in  late  July. 

Exports  of  brined  and  sulfurated  Italian  cherries  have  been  as  follows: 


Country  |    June  1957 -May  1958    \    June  1958-May  1959 


:  Short  tons  :  Short  tons 

France  :  ^,971  1/        :  ll',l8o  2/ 

United  Kingdom  :  2,002  :  2,235 

Canada  :  1,986  :  2,^99 

United  States  :  1,90^  :  957 

Other  countries  :  2,9^2  :  3,1^5 


Total  :  13,803  :  20,016 


l/  Mostly  sulfurated  (unstemmed  and  unpitted)  for  production  of  glace  cherries. 
2/  Includes  6,316  tons  sulfurated  (unstemmed  and  unpitted)  for  production  of 
glace  cherries. 
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CANADIAN  PEA  ACREAGE  DOWN 

The  1959  dry  pea  crop  in  Canada  is  expected  to  be  smaller  than  in  1958. 
No  estimate  of  production  is  available  at  this  time  but  the  1959  acreage 
estimate  of  6k, 330  acres  is  the  lowest  in  k  years — 21  percent  below  the 
average  of  the  previous  3  years.    It  is  7>170  acres  less  than  last  year. 

The  principal  decrease  was  in  Manitoba,  where  there  are  ^0,000  acres 
this  year,  compared  with  50,000  in  1958. 

Canadian  officials  expect  larger-than-usual  imports  of  dry  peas  this 
season  even  though  Canada  normally  is  a  net  exporter.    Since  1950,  imports 
have  averaged  75,000  bags  annually,  principally  from  the  United  States. 
Exports  have  averaged  167,000  bags,  mainly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Caribbean  markets. 

DROUGHT  AFFECTING  MUCH 
OF  COMMUNIST  CHINA 

Communist  China  has  announced  that  its  northern  and  central  areas  are 
suffering  from  a  drought  described  as  the  worst  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
in  many  years. 

Ten  provinces  are  affected  in  varying  degrees;  32  million  acres  of 
crops  are  threatened,  according  to  the  Peking  announcement.    Honan  province 
is  listed  as  the  hardest  hit.  Most  of  this  province  has  had  no  rain  for 
several  weeks  during  a  period  when  rainfall  is  normally  heaviest.  No 
relief  was  in  sight,  at  last  report. 

The  drought  area  includes  much  of  China's  best  agricultural  land.  Among 
the  highly  important  summer  crops  grown  for  food  and  for  export  are  soybeans, 
peanuts,  rice,  field  peas,  and  broad  beans.  Cotton  and  tobacco  are  the  major 
industrial  crops  threatened. 

Much  of  the  affected  area  lies  north  of  the  region  where  extensive 
irrigation  was  developed  before  World  War  II.    But  the  Chinese  claim  to 
have  made  spectacular  progress  in  extending  irrigation  facilities  into  the 
northerly  area,  especially  during  1958. 

More  than  50  million  peasants,  led  by  Communist  Party  cadres  and  assis- 
ted by  army  personnel,  are  said  to  be  fighting  drought  around  the  clock  in 
an  effort  to  irrigate  the  land  and  minimize  the  damage  to  crops.  This 
organized  effort,  and  the  new  irrigation  facilities,  should  reduce  the  damage. 

There  is  a  question  as  to  how  long  water  supplies  will  hold  out  in  areas 
that  cannot  draw  water  from  large  streams  and  depend  on  ponds,  shallow  wells, 
and  small-scale  impoundments  to  provide  irrigation  water.    This  type  of  con- 
struction reportedly  makes  up  a  large  part  of  the  newly-constructed  irriga- 
tion works. 
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PERU»S  WHEAT  IMPORT  NEEDS 
SET  AT  310,000  METRIC  TONS 

Peruvian  import  requirements  of  wheat  and  flour  are  estimated  at 
approximately  310,000  metric  tons  for  1959-60.    They  may  he  higher 
for  I96O-6I. 

This  estimate  is  based  on  steadily  increasing  consumption  require- 
ments resulting  from  a  rapid  rise  in  total  population  and  migration 
to  the  cities.    Many  newcomers  to  the  cities  from  isolated  areas 
he come  bread-eaters  for  the  first  time,  and  thereby  increase  consump- 
tion. 

Peruvian  imports  of  wheat  and  flour  during  1958-59  (July-June) 
totaled  298,000  metric  tons,  approximately  1^  percent  more  than  in 
the  preceding  year.    Wheat  in  the  form  of  grain  accounted  for  more 
than  90  percent  of  the  total  imports. 

Imports  of  United  States  wheat  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1959; 
were  160,000  metric  tons --more  than  double  those  of  the  previous  year. 
The  United  States  was  the  chief  supplier,  and  Argentina  the  second 
largest.    The  United  States  supplied  99  percent  of  1958-59  flour 
imports. 


WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Peruvian  imports  by  country  of  origin,  1957-58 

and  1958-59 


Country  of 

origin  ] 

;  1957-58 

:  1958-59 

!  Wheat 

! Flour  1/ 

:  Total 

!  Wheat 

: Flour  1/ 

!  Total 

; Metric 
:  tons 

.Metric 
tons 

[Metric 
:  tons 

[Metric  , 
:  tons 

Metric 
tons 

; Metric 
;  tons 

United  States  | 

!  75,26o- 

:    Ik, 081 

:  89,3^1 

:l6o,252 

.  13,257 

:  173,509 

Canada .............. 

i  57,668 

:  130 

:  57,798 

:  ^3,209( 

;  133; 

:  ^3,3^2 

Argentina  : 

:  82,587' 

j  82,587: 

69,662' 

69,662 

Uruguay  \ 

.  26,399 

U,900: 

'  31,299: 

11,886! 

11,886 

Total  

;2l+l,9lU 

19,111 

261,025 

■285,009- 

13,390 

298,399 

1/  In  grain  equivalent. 
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1959-60  EUROPEAN  APPLE  AND  PEAR 
CROPS  SMALLER  THAN  YEAR  EARLIER 

Preliminary  estimates  indicate  that  apple  and  pear  crops  in  the  princi- 
pal European  market  countries  will  he  substantially  smaller  than  those  of 
1958-59'    Crop  prospects  for  each  country  are  poorer  than  last  season.  The 
declines  appear  largest  in  Austria,  West  Germany,  and  Switzerland.    For  the 
European  market  areas  as  a  whole,  prospects  are  for  apple  and  pear  crops 
slightly  over  half  as  large  as  in  1958-59* 

Early  estimates  for  supplies  in  Italy,  the  principal  competitor  of 
North  America,  indicate  crops  about  as  large  as  last  season. 

Early  l/  estimates  of  1959-60  apple  and  pear  crops  in  principal 
European  countries,  compared  with  1957-58  and  1958-59 


Apples  2/ 

Pears  2/ 

1957-58| 

1958-59 

Estimated 
1959-60  1/ 

1957-58 

>958-59 

Estimated 
1959-60  1/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

bu. 

bu. 

bu. 

bu. 

•  bu. 

bu. 

Denmark,  Norway, 

:  18.5 

:  26.8 

19.2 

2.1 

:  3.2 

:  1.8 

Austria,  West 

Germany, 

Switzerland  

:  27.I 

.  160.6 

:  63.8 

:  9.3 

.  50.6 

:  19.9 

Belgium,  France, 

Netherlands  

:  21.2 

:  5^.2 

kh.l 

;  9-5 

:  21.7 

'  16.3 

United  Kingdom  

•  20.2 

•  30.2 

25.0 

•  1.9 

3.7 

2.8 

To~b  ell  ••••••••• 

I  cctly  •••••••••••••• 

:  87.O 

:  271.8 

152.1 

:  22.8 

:  79.2 

^0.8 

!  hk.6 

:  7^.7 

73.0 

!  15.9 

:  22.9  : 

22.0 

l/  As  of  mid-August, 
2/  Dessert  and  cooking. 


LARGER  GREEK  TABLE  OLIVE 
CROP  FORECAST 

The  Greek  Ministry  of  Agriculture  now  forecasts  the  1959  table  olive 
pack  at  5^,000  short  tons,  or  1^,000  tons  above  the  1958  production.  Average 
production  of  table  olives  in  Greece  for  1951-55  was  k^}000  tons. 
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RAINS  DELAY  ARGENTINE 
FLAXSEED  PLANTINGS 

Excessive  rains  in  Argentina  are  reported  to  have  reduced  plantings 
of  some  crops  in  northern  provinces.    However,  flaxseed  growers  in  Buenos 
Aires  and  Entre  Rios  provinces --the  two  most  important  producing  areas  in 
the  south --still  have  time  to  complete  their  plantings ,  although  they 
have  been    delayed  somewhat.    Flaxseed  can  usually  be  planted  up  to  the 
end  of  September;  wheat -planting  normally  continues  until  the  end  of  August. 

CUBA  RESTRICTS  IMPORTS  OF 
DUTY-FREE  SOYBEAN  MEAL 

In  a  resolution  published  July  22,  the  Cuban  Government  reduced  by 
33  percent  the  quantity  of  soybean  meal  which  was  to  have  been  allowed 
duty-free  importation  during  1959 •    The  resolution  also  provides  that 
beginning  January  1,  i960,  the  annual  quantity  of  soybean  meal  which  may 
be  imported  duty-free  will  be  reduced  by  66  percent. 

The  price  of  locally  produced  soybean  meal  at  the  end  of  July  was 
reported  as  $96*00  per  short  ton  at  factory,  or  approximately  $97*50  per 
ton  delivered  to  the  seed  plants  within  the  Havana  metropolitan  area. 
According  to  trade  sources,  imported  meal  delivered  at  the  plants  was 
about  $80.00  per  ton. 

The  domestic  soybean  meal  is  said  to  be  of  the  expeller-process  type, 
and  contains  about  3«5  percent  fat  and  about  7  percent  fiber.  However, 
one  plant  expects  to  reduce  the  high  fiber  content  to  about  3  percent  in 
the  near  future.    The  imported  soybean  meal  is  of  the  solvent -process  type, 
containing  only  about  0.5  percent  fat. 

Cuban  imports  of  soybean  cake  and  meal  totaled  38,^-00  tons  in  1958 
and  31,950  tons  in  1957,  all  from  the  United  States. 
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Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of  the  United  States:    Trade  by  countries  for 
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